Introduction
Bowman and Gruner (1973) proposed the superfamily Phronimoidea to encompass the families Phronimidae, Phrosinidae, Hyperiidae and Dairellidae. These families are united by the morphology and positioning of the male antennae. The first antennae have a multiarticulate flagellum (except for Themisto) and are inserted on the anterior surface of the head. The second antennae are similar to the first (except for some species of Phronima, where A2 is reduced) and are also inserted on the anterior surface of the head.
The superfamily is a very diverse group that has received little attention at the higher taxonomic levels. In this study the systematic relationship of genera is examined in detail, resulting in the recognition of three new families. The genera seem to be well-defined taxonomic units, many having been reviewed by previous authors. However, some such as Themisto, and Hyperoche, are in need of thorough taxonomic revision, while others, such as Hyperia and Lestrigonus, warrant further study because species of these genera are difficult to distinguish. Also, because of the taxonomic difficulty experienced with these genera, it is likely that more undescribed species remain to be discovered.
The systematics of the families is, mostly, relatively well known. Thus, only minimal additional information is provided for species of the families Phronimidae and Phrosinidae. Similarly, most of the genera of the family Hyperiidae have either been reviewed by previous authors (except Hyperoche), or are monotypic. Thus, only limited information is provided for species, but the family is reviewed at the generic level because some genera differ in a number of significant characters. The genera Iulopis and Bougisia are reviewed in detail, as is the family Dairellidae.
Prior to the current review, the family Hyperiidae comprised fourteen genera which appeared morphologically similar, and presented considerable taxonomic difficulties. However, except for Iulopis and Bougisia, they are readily separated into two groups; 1)
